THE SOVEREIGNS’ BIRTHDAY PARADES - SNAPSHOTS OVER TWO CENTURIES
By Colin Dean, former Band Secretary, Irish Guards

The origins of the parade popularly known B®oping the Colourare believed to date from around the beginning of the
nineteenth century. Guard Mounting took place dailyyon
mar ching to St. James’s Pal ace (uties.t Ehe cuBomcdkvelopgdhoh angmBriirlg ahis e )
parade on the Sovereign’'s birthday by including thelasl an
the Household Cavalry who took part prior to riding under the archtobeécdme Ki ng’' s (or Queen’' s) L

King George Il

1809: A report in theMorning Postof the 19th January 1809 makes what appears to be the first documented reference to the thr
Foot Guards bands being toget her thenDukd of GBeestérattendedswitiPtizerDakdse :
of York and Cambridge, on the Parade in St. James's Par
guard. At the same time a very novel and grand military spectacle was exhibited,keelieve, never was displayed before; the
whole of the numerous Bands of the three regiments of Foot Guards attended, with new state uniforms on. The first and sec
Bands wore new jockey velvet caps; the three Bands marched as far as the entten&ableyard; the first and third Bands
went on with the King’ s Guard, and the second proceeded

*This parade pre-dates the title Grenadier Guards, the reference to Grenadiers being to the right flank companies of each battalion, comprising the
tallest and most able men.

This enhancement to the parade may have been to celebrate the birthday of HRH The Duke of Gloucester and Edinbt
(Colonel, Scots Fusilier Guards) on 15th January. He was accompanies twpthiers, HRH The Duke of York and Albany
(Colonel, 1st Regiment of Foot Guards) and HRH The Duke of Cambridge, Colonel, Coldstream Guards).

The implication from the report is that as the bands marched back along The Mall, those of the 1st Regirne@uztrée (later
Grenadier Guards) and the 3rd Guards (|l ater Scots Guard:
while the Band of the Coldstream Guards continued B8Bowong
Buckingham Palace) which was Queen Charlotte’s pringcganpal
elaborate and magnificently resplendent uniform paid for via the royal wardrobe, when in attendance to the Royairki&nily, s

to the custom which continues in the Household Cavalry.

The success of this parade would seem to have led to an order issued soon after, for similarly staged parades of the Gren
companies with the three bands on parade, to be held on bothithegk s and t he Queen’s birthd
1811 to 1820 during to the King’'s illness.

King George IV

1826: 1 n the early days, most of the musical interest centr
parade while the sentries were changétle Times epor t ed: 23rd April (1826) was th
King’ s birthday. The King’' s Guard was ¢ o0mp o s-@otbnebTbwn&ende n a ¢

the Field Officer in waiting. The bands of the three regiments of Foot Guards attended on this occasion in their full Sta
uniforms,and mar ched up to the Palace with the King’'s Guard,
their full State ceremonials. The novelty of having the three bands assembled in they®alaatethe same time induced the
Coloneltod et ai n them near an hour after the Guard had been re
rather suggests that the programme of music played by the massed bands after the parade came about on the whim of the
Officer to entertain his friends!

1827: In the following year a report in thdorning Postd at ed 24t h Apr i | 1827 tells wus:
be observed for the celebration of the Bigtly of his MAJESTY, the same was observed as a generaf dajpicing throughout
the Metropolis.

About 10 o’'clock the King’'s Guard, and that of the Td It
belonging to the three Regiments of Foot Guards in their State Dresses, together WitbhnthMajors, who had new State
Dresses.

After trooping the State Colours the Guard, preceded by the three Bands, marched to HyeegCouwdt o f St . James
after they had marched in the Bands p aaVerysupsia stylehtlee sdloaparis o n
were taken by HOPKINS, BLANEY and GODFREY, the Masters of the Bands of the Guards* (Clarionets), and subsequently |
the Horns; the chorus was exceedingly grand, being supported by about seventy wind instruments.

The ot her pieces performed by the Bands included HANDEL" ¢
‘La Gazza Ladra’', WEBER'S ‘Der Freischiatz’, and PAGANI " ¢
adaption to wind insrment s of the first twenty and odd bars of Ha n
applies to the | atter part of the first movement i somé Der

ti me after rdhhddefthé Falgegar @ a many of the Officers and their



*Mr. Edward Hopkins, Scots Fusilier Guards 1797-1838, Mr. James Blaney, Grenadier Guards 1815-1822 and Mr. Charles Godfrey, Coldstream
Guards 1825-1863. They would have directed the bands with movements of their clarinets, rather than conducting with a baton as we know today.

1829:* I n the morning the brigade guard, consisting of deta
Parade i n St herespedieedands oRhe thiee regiments assembled on this occasion in their full State regimental
the number of wind instruments was about 109.

Their performance commenced with the National Anthem, the solo parts by one of the Masters on the thésinzet followed

by the Overture t®beronNap ol eon6és Co,amltheDtuikcen oMa rYcohr .kThe gudrdavead inspeated dynhis
Grace the Duke of Wellington, as Colonel of the First Regiment of Foot Guards. The colours were then trooped, and the n
marched off to their different guardst hose i ntended for the Kiurgand prddeeded th Str e ¢

James’' s Pal ace. T h eygrd, the bands playingitt@tt k e t b &€ ¥ al.&kBusng thd lhlt anthe ¢ h
palace, several beautiful pieces were performed with admirable skill, including the Overtuee&&zzal adra, |l Berbiere di

Sviglg andTancredi They continued playing after the King’'s Guard
King William 1V

1832: The Queen’'s Birthday (24th February): ‘“The King’'s Gua
Guardsm t heir state unifor ms. A f tFeDiavolG thel cel&baated chdrus oRllto and) ’ t

Proserpineand ot her favourite pieces.

1833:* The King’s Guard mounted with the b ayardaftheoPalace. hThe bars e e
played God Save the Kingthe Overture tdWilliam Tell, a chorus fronProserping andBuonapart eds. Tae and
performances were under the direction of Mr. Hardy of th

*William Hardy, Bandmaster Grenadier Guards 1830-1838, possibly as a civilian; transferred to the Scots Fusilier Guards 1838-1842

Queen Victoria

1844: The instrumentation of the massed bands on the parade was recorded as follows:

30 Clarionets 12 French Horns 6 Ophicleides
6 Flutes and Picolos 6 Cornopeans 3 Bass Drums
6 Oboes 6 Trumpets 3 Tenor Drums
9 Bassoons 9 Trombones 3 Cymbals

With 78 Drums and Fifes added, this made a total of 177.

‘“Prince Al bert and the Duke of Wellington were presest.
for duty at Buckingham Pal ace and St. James’'s Pal acee mar
regiments. On their arrival on the Hago u r t . St . James’ s, the National Ant her

manner as is seldom to be heard; they subsequently performed ailddroRasquale a | s o NbhoPa d&mdtajamsd other
pieces t o the great gratification of a numerous concour se
nei ghbourhood of St. James’s Palace.’

1849:* The bands on this occasion were unit edstream GubrlsGod Sawe di
the Queenwas played at quarter to ten soon after which Prince Albert arrived and reviewed the line, the bands playir
Mendel ssohn’ s GAtlaled Th8 éne pdssedf in @view, the bands play@mpurg Marchand The Britsh

Grenadiers The Guard accompanied by the bands, then proceed
from La Figlia Del RegimentaHaydeeet ¢. wi t h remar kabl e precision and effor

1850:* The United bands uRdiencdMrof GWal el@o§ter)CoengtiendVantale Crophete
(Meyerbeer),Kr ai gbés Mar sch der, (Memdelsschn),eGrandf Selection fofidaeo |(Moeart), Overture:
Maritana (V. Wallace), Wedding March frod Mi d s u mme r  KMegnhdtedl ss sDorhenaym ’

1854:* Prince Al bert reviewed companies of Grenadiers, Col d:
upontheparadgr ound. There was also a Troop of the Horse Guar

*The inclusion of a regiment of the line may have been due to there being three Guards battalions serving in the Crimea.

1857:* After the inspection HRH (The Duke of Cambridge) ano
guard took pl ace. I n the quadrangle of St. James’' HonPal a
Giovanni and Traviata, Cost a’ &li, mawradh zes by Gung’ |l and other select
Godfrey of the Coldstream.’



The Massed Bands on Horse Guards Parade circa 1875

1869: Much of the music used in the 19th century for slkeav march was taken from the opera. As examples, the music for the
slow troop on the birthday parade in 1876 irasn Romeo and JuligiGounod), in 1868 fronRigoletto(Verdi) and in 1874 and
1877 fromNabucco(Verdi). As far as can be traced, the nmarcf r o m Me y e Lds éleyuehatsvaofipsieptayed at the
parade in 1869. It was used again for the 1871 parade and continued to be played with considerable ré&gpearitysic
programme for the parade @nd June 1868hcluded:

Parade March Donizetti
Grand March Prince Albrecht of Prussie
The Prince of Wales’s Grand March Sir Michael Costa
Inspection of the Line: The Danish Hymn
The Egyptian Hymn
Troop: Les Huguenots Meyerbeer arr. D. Godfrey
Der Tyroler und sein Kind (The TyroleseMan and his Child) Kucken
Marching the Guard to St. J.
Gut Heil (Good Cheer) Johann Valentinélamm
Quick March: On Ballads Colonel MchaelBruce

There is no indication as to the reasontfeginclusion of he first three marches. ik unlikely to have been famarching onto
paradeas it seems the Guards were generally led on by their Corps of Ditimesmost likely explanation is that the marches
were played ascidental musido entertain the Guards and spectafoisr to the arival of the Royal Procession.

The March on Balladswas based oifhe Maiden, The Rosand The Vision all composed byColonel Michael Bruce who
commanded the parade, and arranged as a march by his Bandmaster, Mr. Dan Godfrey. ColoappBande have been an
officer commissioned into the Grenadier Guards in 1840, serving at Sebastopol in the Crimea and eventually rising tof the ran}
General. The marchwas also played as the Inspection music at the parade in 1873.



The composer ofGut Heil is best known for having written thegimentalquick march of the Coldstream Guardsriginally
shownfor the paradesMinanolla, the correct spelling dflilanollo not appearingn the programmeantil 1894. From around
1908 to 1958 it was referred to simplyEse Coldstream March

1886: The Grenadier Guardsad previouslynar c hed past i n Scipiobut by 1886ehisthad chdrgeddte| ' s
Duke of YorkEley). Ithad reverted t&dpio by 1927 butThe Duke of Yorkvas again used from around 1936 until the-mid
1950s.
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The Queends Colour is handed over at the 1886 parade

1890: The music for the inspection included thebileeMar ch of the Prussian 1st Royal
Regiment( Voi gt ) . The Queen had been appointed the regi ment’

1896: Unlike today when all Guards march from Wellington Barradhks,ttoops marched directly to Horse Guards Parade from
their various stations around London led, in the case of the Foot Guards, by their respective Corps of Drums or Pipesf A rep
the 1896 parade gives a good description of the assembldyb o u ta w&ak 8g0adron of the Blues headed by their band
emerged from the Mall, and ten minutes later the two flank companies of the 3rd Bn. Grenadier Guards from the Tower pas:
through the Archway to the inspiriting strains of their drums and fifes. Theysueceeded by the flank companies of the 1st and

2nd Battalions of the Coldstream Guards, who appeared f
squadron of the 2nd Life Guards, to the sound of their band, and two flank compathieslst Bn. Scots Guards, with pipes

playing, appeared from the Mall and completed the force.
1900: A company was found from the Royal Guards Reserve R

Auld Lang Synand in quick time,TheBoys of the Old Brigade The company was described a
than their comrades and having no badges on the valises, but otherwise not distinguishable. They were the finest men or
ground, tall and broad, and most of themevorme d al s . They went by decidedly the

King Edward VII

1901: Thi s was noBirthdayRarcade eas Kiimeg'’soncept of an *"official
King ordered that: ‘ T h e emationafdCelouts to the ard Batt. Sdote Guardsr atrthemifdinasy gund €
mounting of the day, as in earlier years’ . The parmlde w



it was the custom to mark the anniversary ofthe latee@@ n’ s bi rt h’ . I't was the first o
parade on Horse Guards Parade.

The Irish Guards took part in the parade for the first time and marched past in slow Gomédack to Erimnd in quick time
toSt . P a ayr The reghmentaDslow march was changeddabErin Rememben December 1902.

1902: On 15t h April 1902 the London Gazette announced that
creating the concept of an official birthday that cobdl celebrated with the traditional parade. It took a similar form to the
previous year, being combined with the presentation of the first colours to 1st Battalion Irish Guards, the regimenedraving b
formed in 1900.

The march past, believed be at the 1903 parade. The Mounted Band of the 2nd Life Guards is on the left of the massed banc
In the background, the familiar frontage of the Admiralty building is being constructed to fill what was previously an oper
courtyard.



The Escort to the Colour from 1st Battalion Irish Guards march past in 1907, the colour yet to carry any battle honihrs. At
head of the Mounted Band of the 1st Life Guards is its Bandmaster, Mr. Frederick Haines.

1907: Triumphalwas played fotheins pecti on at the King’s Birthd®g7 1Pkrialde o
1921, 1922, 1927 and 19P8s well as being used at treview of the ten battalions of the Brigade of Guards which took place in
Hyde Park in 1913.The composr, James Watersgrwas born in Blackburn in 1834 and became a noted performer on the
clarinet. He joined the Band of the 1st Life Guards in 1853 and was appointed bandmaster ten years later in 1863gddd was a
friend of the composer Charles Gounodowik recorded as having made several visits to the bandroom to listen to the band
rendition of his music. Waterson left the band in 1879, becoming editor of the British Bandsman magazine and died in 1893.

1908: Three of the marcheMauretania(Duffy), The Cameronianf_ovell) andPioneer(Adams) were entries in the 1907 march
competition for students studying at the Royal Military School of Music, Kneller Hall. Lieutenant John MacRegzie,
Coldstream Guards, the Senior Bandmaster of the Brigad&uafds, was the adjudicator and was sufficiently impressed to
include them on the 1908 King’s Birthday Parade. Al so i
under his pemame of Kenneth J. Alford, now generally consideresl fthest of all march composers. However, Rogan was
clearly unimpressed with his entry for the competition as he plaeddst!



' Horse Guards Parade,|Whitehall, London sapas| t

The March Pastin 1911

1911: King George V clearly took a personal interest in selecting the music for the paradéenint Colonel Rogan recalls in

his autobiography that: “When | was shown into the prese
the list of pieces | had submitted for the Birthday Parade. One piece in particular he wiséresl ptayed, and as he wrote down
the name on the paper he hummed the refrain. It was EI ¢
music | would play for the *Troop’ . | eishpveradgpetiallg suited fartthe |
purpose?*. To follow the *Troop’ he chose "Entry of the

Major General Commanding the Household Division.

*This comprised part of Ballet des Patineurs from Le Prophete ( Meyer beer ) and t heNaBitcaWerd)6 Chorus from
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This is believed to be the 1914 parade and must be one of the earliest photographs showing the spin wheel



The Corps of Drums of 4th Battalion Guards Machine Gun RegimEst @

1919: The parade was held in Hyde Park because huts had been erected on Horse Guards Parade. The massed bands wc
dress and the nine drum majors and the three mounted bands of the Household Cavalry were in state dress, but the remainc
the parade (idading the drummers and pipers) wore khaki. This was the largest ever birthday parade with all eleven battaliol
from the six regiments of the Brigade of Guards represented, including the 4th Battalion Guards Machine Gun Regiment w
found Number 8 GuardThey marched past tdandalay(Charles Franklin) in slow time anih e Sol di er sé Cho
(Charles Gounod) in quick time. This was their only appearance at a birthday parade as the regiment was disbanded in 1920.

e T X R g ; ; T s

The Massed Bands returgjrirom the 1919 parade, led by nine Drum Majors. The Band of the Grenadier Guards leads and the
two Directors of Music and three Bandmasters can be seen marching on the left flank.



1920: The parade was also held in Hyde Park with the massed bands now under Captain Albert Williams, Grenadier Guards,
composer of th®arade Marchused for the inspection. Pipers of the Irish Guards took part in the parade for the first time and thi:
was he last occasion when a second mafebbirg was played after th&renadiers Marchas thecolour was trooped. At the
conclusion of the parade the King rode as far as Hyde Park Corner behind the mounted bands and, after the Household Ca
marched pasa t Apsl ey House, he continued between the Massed
Buckingham Palace where he took the salute as the procession marched past.
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The Massed Bands and Drums at tHakwitha @2de sévenrDguin $MajdBsi andtwithdhreey |
Corps of Drums and Pipers wearing khaki.

1921: This was the first birthday parade to be held on Horse Guards Parade following the war and the first with the Guards be
in full dress. At the conclusion ofegh par ade the King rode back along The Mal
salute at Buckingham Palace.

The Mounted Band of the 2nd Life Guards, headed by Major Charles Hall, with Squadrons from the 1st Life Guards at the 192
parade. The two regiments amalgamated later in the year and Major Hall died shortly afterwards.



The Massed Bands lead the parade into the Mall
following the 1928 parade, playingl Abanicoby
Alfredo Javaloyes, known to generations of soldiers
foritsuro f f i ci avlouwo rld sh,e O6Far |
a H o. nfFer&his reason, bands were specifically
banned from playing it in the 1953 coronation
procession. The bands continued to march back
one behind the other, until 1949.

1928: This was the first occasiaat which 1st Battalion Welsh Guards trooped its colour on the parade, the regiment having beel
formed in 1915. There was no consistency with the strength of the bands on the parade prior to the Second World War. As
example, the bands paraded in 182&e following strength:

Royal Horse Guards: 25

Grenadier Guards: 65
Coldstream Guards: 56
Scots Guards: 55
Irish Guards: 44
Welsh Guards: 40

Drummers and Pipes: 140

The size of the bands reflected the number of battalions and the formatiath B&Ralion Irish Guards and 2nd Battalion Welsh
Guards in 1939 led to the regimental bands each increasing their establishments to 60.

The quick march played for the inspection of the line sometimes comes to a rather abrupt ending as Her Majesty passes the ri
of the line of Guards and this photograph from the 1932 parade explains why. Captain Andrew Harris, Welsh Guaeds, can b
seen conducting the massed bands as HRH The Duke of Gloucester, wearing the uniform of his regiment, the 10th Royal Huss
cameclose to qualifying for membership of the Empty Saddle Club as his charger clearly took a dislike to thEhm&hleby
Leo Stanley.

1930: The parade was broadcastthe BBCon National Radio with commentary for the next few yeardayor J. B. S. Burne

May, Coldstream Guards. His grandseas the Field Officein-BrigadeWaitingin 1999 and 2000, making him onetbévery

few officers to haveommanded the paradigice. It was largely due to his interest that the Band of the Coldstream Guards made
a series of three compact discs of marches played on the parades spanning the period from 1864 to the present day.



1932: Standing Ordersor the Brigade of Guards dated 1922 laid down taspace will be reserved on the south side of the
parade, in rear of the b ardadmstherdvere fraqiert mentiond irpressfreparthod the@olaunfud
sight these girls made in the red cloaks. I't i s bdHeiRedv ed
Cloakwhich was played as the Quick Troop in 198&dfor the march back down the Mall in 1927 (played by the Drums) and
1949. There is reference elsewhere to a march by Mansfield erfiledRed Cloaked Girlsvhich may have been the original

title.

The Mounted Band of the Royal Horse Guards (The Blues) leads the march past in 1932. The Director of MusictMédtenan

6Paddyd Dunn, MVO, MC, seen on the extreme right of the

for his bravery during the Kaiserds War in 1915, The mo
bands until 1936

Prior to the second world war the rehearsals were carried out with the Guards wearing forage caps and the officers in frock
coats.



This picture of the rehearsal in 1933 which would have been taken by a royal coltmeNsunted Band of the Royal Horse
Guards (The Blues) can be seen wearing state dress, behind the massed bands.

1934: Archive footage shows the drum majors gave the signal to cut off at the end of the National Anthem, a practice that appe:
to have contiued until at least 1939.

The 1935 Parade. The Household Cavalry was represent
Kingbs/ Queenbds Life Guard after the parade) f o®massedbandsp wi
until 1936.

1936: This was the only Birthday Parade for King Edward VIl and the last parade on g¢sdduguenots/asnot played, a bad
omen perhaps? Therand Marchf r o m VA&dawhs$ Used in its place.

1937: This was the firsbirthday parade for King George VI, who changed the role of the Household Cavalry to that of providing
a Sovereign’'s Escort to accompany the Royal Procession t
up in what had been the Hobse | d Cavalry’s traditional place to the ri



remained in The Mall. Foll owing the inspection, the So
bands played the regimental march.

Another innovation was that Queen Elizabeth, with Queen Mary, Princess Elizabeth and Princess Margaret, drove across Ht
Guards Parade in a carriage rather than approaching via Whitehall as in the past; Number 3 Guard opened to allowslte carriag
pass tirough, as has continued to be the custom.

1938: The Massed Mounted Bands of the Household Cavalry | ed
and, for the only time on Horse Guards Parade, both Directors of Music were on the pesadfar the first and only time, a
Captain’'s Escort with Standard of The Life Guards escort.

1939: The salute was taken by HRH The Duke of Gloucester, Colonel Scots Guards, as the KinGareeda. The Duke was
accompanied by a Captain’'s Escort with Standard, with th
mounted side drummer in the ranks in addition to the kdttienmer at its head. The Band of the Coktstn Guards was not on
parade as it was performing at the British Pavilion at the New York World Fair. The remaining four bands of the Brigade ¢
Guards were at a total strength of 210 with 131 Drummers and Pipers.

1947: For the first birthday parade folldng the Second World War the Guards wore battle dress, except for the Household
Cavalry, the bands and mounted officers, who wore service dress. The Band of the Scots Guards was not on the pamde and
was no mounted band.

1948: What should have lea the first postvar parade in full dress was cancelled owing to the threat of heavy rain although, in
the event, it remained dry. The Queen’s Colour of 2nd
have been the futui®ir Angus Ogilvy, husband of Princess Alexandra.

The 1902 parade had been combined with the presentation of the first colours to 1st Battalion Irish Guards and thigesas refle
in the music for the inspectiofhe Emerald Isléarr. Rogan) andillarney (Balfe). Aside from this, the 1948 parade, had it
taken place, was to begin the concept of the music being themed to represent the battalion whose colour was to behrooped,
the inclusion ofSkye Boat SongndScottish Emblepnthe latter composed by Archidllis, a onetime musician in the Band of the
Welsh Guards.

1949: The Queen’'s Colour of 1st Battalion Wel sh GuarGresatBigas t
David by Adolf Lotter, formerly the principal double bass playefwitt he Queen’ s Hall Orchestra.

1950: This was the first time that the Mounted Band and t he
throughout the parade and ranked past at the end. After the final Royal Salute, Sover ei gndéds Escort o
preceded by the Mounted Band wil!| now ri de pasAftertHd Guarddaj e
had reformed in DivisiondT he Soverei gnds Escort oficedowretheMaliusehol d Caval

1951: The trot past wasfent r oduced at what was to be the | ast King’'s
HRH The Princess Elizabeth, Duchess of Edinburgh, Colonel Grenadier Guards, wearing full dress unifeerfirki time in
place of the King who could not be present due to illness.

The Mounted Band of The Life Guards |l eads the rank past
in 1951



Queen Elizabeth 11

1952: The Pipes and Drums of 2nd Battalion Scots Guards moved to the front of the massed bands during the march past to |
the Escort and Number 2 Guard past in quick timdtoe |l and L ®adiyefi ve Guards were on
walked androtted pasbeforethe final Royal Salute as has been the custom since.

The Massed Bands rehearsing for the parade at Chelsea Barracks. The chapel seen in the background is now the oely part of
barracks still standing.

1953: The music reflected the coronation which had taWithn pl
Honour CrownedLong Live Elizabeth r om Si r E d WarriecEng@edrand éha great mard@oronation Bellswritten
by William Partridge for the coronation of Edward VII in 1902.

1957: The first year that the Guards marched to Horse Guards Parade by way of The Mall rather than via Birdcage Walk.

1958: The first year that the bands marched to Horse Guards Parade with a frontage ofa®to slot straight into their places
in the massed bands. Previousl y tforrmed onnaaivacas thel corpsnof drume and
pipes and drums do today.

This was also the first yeal’ thlaowthed masisekl mamdise | ay
excessive repetition of the regimental marches. The slow march begaGeliten Spursby the Senior Director of Music,
Lieutenant Colonel Sam Rhodes, Scots Guards (his name was not Samuel as often appears in print) and was written for the
coronation when he was Bandmaster of the Royal Artillery Mounted Band. The golden spurs fafith@acoronation regalia



and are displayed with the crown jewels at the Tower of London. For the march past in quick time, the marchdd were
ComradegCarl Teike) andsons of the Brav@ homas Bidgood).

1959: This was tte last birthday parade for@Battalion Coldstream Guards before being placed in suspended animation and the
last on which the Lee Enfield rifle was carried, although siieets from 1st Battalion Welsh Guards carried tieav self
loading rifle that was to replace it. The parages now to be held on a Saturday, rather than on a weekday as hitherto.

The first march for the inspection wgéng William The Fourthbelieved to have been composed by John Monro ¢1388), a
pianist and composer born iIimtEdidulcdrn glm Wwlho t WreotAe ta of CPI@
has a number of compositions held in the British Library. It was arranged for band by Ken Griffin whose army career include
servicein the Coldstream Guards Band. After leaving the dnmmypecame a BBC television producer.

The Quick Troop was a fine march entitl€de Third Battaliorby J.S. Egertoralthough details of the composer are uncertain.
Themarchhad al so been played at the King’ srighBwas ashighedyto BBasey ard e
Hawkes. It was dedicated to the late Captain Arthur Egerton \Nattsell, an officer of the Coldstream Guards who died in
March 1923. The only records retaineloly the publishers show the composerMegor J.S. Egerton. Although we cannot be
certain as to his identitghe Army List shows no other majors of that namdtseems likely that he could be Major Josslyn
Seymour Egerton (188B946), a descendant of William the Conqueror andtome Page to Quan Victoria who served in the
Coldstream Guards from 1902 to 1920. It also seems likely that he would have served with CaptaRu¥gettsand perhaps
that their families knew each otheithough this remains speculatioifhe march was arranged by Thas Bidgood. Egerton
also wrote a march callaffinnipeg played at the Birthday Parade in 1933.

1960: The last birthdayparade for 3rd Battalion Grenadier Guards as it too was to be placed in suspended animation, and the fi
on whichthe newselbading ri fl e was wused, with ‘shoulder ar ms’ repl a
into three divisions rather than four as previ ous| glace Tl
Det achment sdGuardahdehe €@areigsion of Number 8 Guard formed the Buckingham Palace Detachment.

Prior to 1971 the mounted band was found by The Life Guards and the Royal Horse Guards (The Blues) in alternate years. F
1960 to 1964 the mounted band was led by tilum horsesAlexander the Greatf The Life Guards, anBlannibal of the Royal
Horse Guards (The Blues).

1960s and 70s: At most of the parades during the 1960s and 70s the flutes of the massed corps of drums played with the mas
bands during the quidkoop, with slight modifications to the scoring to accommodate them.

The Mounted Band of The Life Guards atfist Rehearsal forthe 96 5 parade which was the | a
escort the drum horse, in this instanééexanderthe Great The Director of Music iushisMaj o
career as a band boy in the Royal Horse Guards (The Blues). Following the second rehearsal in 1968, the Director of Music
The Blues suffered a mild heart attack so for theitd®yf, Major Jackson stepped in to lead his former band. The rank past
commenced with the trumpet calls signallifgthe Rightitnd Walk March(Photcs. Colin Dean, aged 9)

1964:Li eut enant Col onel C. H. “Ji ggs ' fMusicday the parade fromsl964 t6 U968 adds |,
included a good many of his own marches includimuble X, Tent Twelve, Commonwealth on the Maacharrangement of
Dominigueand a fine slow marctkreedom of Windsor

1967: The musicfor the inspectionSumer is Icumen |rincluded the flutes from the massed corps of drums. The first march
played for the rank past of the Household Cavalry Rasademarschcomposed by the Grand Duchess Olga, followed by the
trumpet calld F |1 o U foriMarbhing Past precede the regimental marches.



The massed bands rehearsing at Chelsea Barracks in 1968 with Lieutenant Colonel C.H. Jaeger, Irish Guards, conducting. T

Senior Drum Major is Drum Major Peter Kirk, Coldstream Guards. Close examination ofitliegoaph reveals that the Band

of the Scots Guards was not on the parade, nor was it in 1967, as it was required for public duties in Scotland duritily May bo
years. The remaining bands marched in fives so as to maintain the frontage of 20 musicians.

1968: A new arrangement by Captain Trevor Sharpe ofdtieColdstream Marchewas played for the first time. The three slow
marches were taken fromtileEnt i re New and Compl eat I nstructions for t1l
Learnt h at I nstrument with a collection of the most <celebra
where they are shown as the First, Second and Third Coldstream Marches. The publication date is unknown but is thought t
the late 18thCentury; the marches should not be confused with belonging to each of the three battalions as a BBC comments
onceinformed his viewers. This arrangement has since been used on most of the parades at which a colour of the Coldstr
Guards has been tiped.

1969: The 1969 and 1970 parades were Scots Guards ‘Troops'’
Howe, Director of Music Scots Guardsith. Me |l odi es of Scotl and, Mar ching wid Rob
TheScottish Colour, Pride of Princes Street, Guards Divigiad the slow marcBalmoral Castle.

Contrary to what was printed in the programme, the rank past by the Household @a&6pbegan with thé’reobrajensky
March to honour Admiral of the Fleet Brl Mountbatten of Burma, Colonel of The Life Guards. The march had family
connections with the Earl and he had presented it to the Royal Marines as their regimental slow march in 1964. Itusgks contin

to be used most years (but not all) whenthe sovgren° s st andard of The Life Guards i s
at the parade in 1880 to follow tkBrenadiers Marchas the colour was trooped, and in 1889 for the inspection when it reportedly
Ai... aroused the atatrgntAtdmch® twhe Russiwars Minl ftoot at t he

1970: The only birthday parade at which the Mounted Band of The Blues and Royals (Royal Horse Guards and 1st Dragoot
took part on its own, following the amalgamation in 1969.

1971: The Mounted Bandsf the Household Cavalry were massed on the parade for the first time in recent years, under Capta
Tony Richards, The Life Guards. Massed mounted bands had previously taken part in the 1938 birthday parade and those he
Hyde Park in 1919 and 1920.



1972: The parade took place shortly after the death of HRH The Duke of Windsor. Officers wore black mourning bands and «
drums were draped with black bows. Side drummers from the corps of drums, together with pipers of the Scots Guards, w
positionedin two ranks in front of Number 3 Guard and on the arrival of Her Majesty at the saluting base there was a roll ¢
drums and a minute’'s silence, followed by Faweseftche Rodestfteo | |
which Her Majesty received a Royal Salute and the parade continued as normal.

Since 1960 each guard had formed into three divisions for the march off, resulting in a very long column which meant the re
guards were unable to hear the massed bands. A new procefudewvised in 1972 resulting in each guard being formed into
two divisions and then closing up to the music of the massed corps of drums, normally Playings s i a BysGottBiedo r y
Piefke. The first division osfGuarddoethellaycort t o t he Col our

1973: The King's Troop, Royal Horse Artillery ranked past it
time. This led to a change in procedure as the massed mounted bands formed up in front of the Eictorial kb play for the
rank past, rather than leading it as hitherto.

1975: This was the first and only time that eight state trumpeters formed the front rank of the massed mounted bands. Major T
Richards, Director of Music of The Life Guards, wrote trumpet parts to the regimental slow marchidseakdel Rowand
revised he arrangement d?reobrajenskyunder the titlePeter the Greafit was the march of his bodyguard, the Preobrajensky
Guards). Major Richards also composed a new trot Baoddhall, to include cavalry trumpets. On the return along The Mall,
the bands rad trumpeters playeBehrbelliner ReitermarscfHenrion), a march to which the Germans once €saWMje wan t
Kai ser backd!

1976: The Band of the Grenadier Guards was without a director of music for a prolonged period and a former incumber
LieutenantColonel (Retd) Rodney Bashford OBE, was brought out of retirement to fill the role on a temporary basis. It is sai
that he claimed to be the only civilian to have marched on the birthday parade (at least since the last civilian bastttethater r
theearly nineteenth century).

1978: To reduce the repetition of tligrenadiers Marcha new arrangement was introduced to be played from the point when the
Escort to the Colour step off in slow time to the point when the remaining guards present armlasithe ttooped along the
ranks. The march is entitldgscort to the Colouand was arranged by the Senior Dir
Coldstream Guards, based oThe Grdnadianmstsus maintining We Grénadeonheetiont veith w a |
this part of the ceremony.

1979:Li eut enant Col oRwerlk eFoveasiflaygdsastthengaick trdop to mark the centenary of the battle in 1879.
One hundred years earlier, the quick troop Was March of the 24th Regimeirt honour of the same action.

1980: It is believed that this was the first occasion on which the massed mounted bands were cloaked for the parade, in orde
protect their state coats for the Garter dedoakedbtoBuckioghant h e
Pal ace but uncloaked outside the palace. The massed mol
rehearsal which took place in steady rain.

1982: The parade took place during the war to liberate theldralkislands from hostile Argentinian invaders. 2nd Battalion
Scots Guards and 1st Battalion Welsh Guards were due to have taken part in the parade but instead were sent to tigicSouth At
as part of the Task Force. As a result, only six guards weitahle for the parade with just three drum majors leading the
massed bands. After the first Royal Salute there whes or
regimental marches of the Scots Guards and the Welsh Guardglaere as the guards marched off parade.

The march originally selected for the quick troop & LorenzqSilva) which is very popular in Argentina and regarded as
their national march. It was understandably felt to be inappropriate for the paradasareplaced bghildren of the Regiment
(Julius Fucik), although perhaps this was a pity aGlrda he
at Famars in 1793 talli Marlene during the Second World War.



Her Majesty The Queen passes the massed bands following the Inspection ({AH®83Colin Dean)

1985: The strength of the massed bands was reduced from 13 ranks to 12, with each band parading with a director of music an
musicians.

1987: TheQueen rode in a carriage and took the salute from a dais. As a result of changes in the command of the Foot Guart
was decided that the Field Officer in Brigade Waiting fo

the batalion finding the escort.
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The massed bands historically played their programme of music while the sentries were changed, on the north side of the
forecourt adjacent to Green Park. The location was moved to the south side during the 1980sdbsimaiting motor cars
entering or |l eaving via the Garden Entrance. This phot
Lane, Irish Guards. This was the final birthday parade for Garrison Sergeant Major Alec Dumon (otherwiseakBtaak
Aleg), seen on the right of the photograph. In the front centre, learning the ropes, is the man who was to succeed him, Garrisc
Sergeant Maj o(Phod:Felinbeary Mas on



It K e e, VST

From 1991 the reductions in the size of the bands meantthe her e wer e no | onger sufficiert
stands and distribute music pads so from 1991 the bands remained in marching formation and all music was played from card
The photograph shows them in the early 2000s under Major An@hatburn, Irish GuardéPhoto: Colin Dean)

1988: This was the firsbirthday parade at which the SA80 rifle was carried and some maodifications to the drill were required.
The Quick Troop wagolonel John composed by Li eut en drsuard€io honourgHe GrardiDokk of L
Luxembourg, Colonel Irish Guards, and combining Irish airs with music fbenCount of LuxembourgAlthough it was an

Irish Guards troop, the fact that Guards were found from all five Foot Guards regiments (thiapgdeaed in 1953 and 1973)
was reflected in théneutral slow and quick marches witBelle Isle for the GrenadiersRed Red Roséor the Scots,
Northumbrian Airdor the Coldstream anden of Waledor the Welsh Guards.

1989: The strength of the massbdnds was again reduced, with each band on the parade comprising a director of music and 4
musicians.

1990: For the first time since 1967 the massed corps of drums joined the massed bands in part of the inspect®osparsic,
Fach Patro| they also plagd Lilliburlero as the Guards formed back in preparation for the march past. The Field Officer in
Brigade Waiting wore aiguillettes for the first time, on the parade and at both rehearsals, and the Crown Equerry awrEquerri
Waiting wore cocked hatef the first time in recent years.

)

1991: 1t was felt that the term ‘rehearsal was i nappropria
Revi ew’ and the Second Rehearsal became ‘' The Colonel’ s R

The march played by the carpf drums as the guards formed up for the march pasHazaslmere composed shortly after the
second world war by Drum Major Tom Birkett, 3rd Battalion Coldstream Guards, for his wife, Hazel. It has been played at th
point in most years since. The eobf the corps of drums was further extended, playiagover Girl by Major Mike Hall,
Coldstream Guards, as the guards prepared to march off. After the march past at Buckingham Palace the massed bands
marched to the forecourt to the music of the sedscorps of drums playingome Lasses and Ladd hey then stepped off, less

the corps required for the guard change, and marched back to Wellington BarracksRéagictiendael@Hekker).



The Massed Corps of Drums returning to Wellington BarsgulkyingRegina(Johnson) following the 1992 parade
(Photo: Colin Dean)

The Massed Bands rehearsing at Chelsea Barracks in 1992

1995: The pipes and drums combined with the massed bands for the inspection music for the first timeBpéayingod Bay
(arranged by Lt. Col. David Price, Scots Guards), @hd Crags of Tumbledown Mountaicomposed by Pipe Major Jimmy
Riddell, 2nd Battalion Scots Guards, while on the mountain in the immediate aftermath of the battle which ended the Falklar
War in 1982. The original score, written on a Bdur ration pack, is now displayed in the Guards Museum.

1996: For the first time the pipers played with the massed bands during the quick troop, the marétilla&ieg

1998: This was the firstyeartht | adi es were included in the massed bands.
the parade on Horse Guards Parade for the first ti iosly T
occupied by the mountechbds, who weré¢ her ef ore moved to the | eft of the Sovc¢

rank past by way of the left of the line of Guards, passing behind Number 6 Guard.

There was a touch of sadness to the 1998 parade as the insperdiobegan wittWelsh Airs and Gracespecially arranged for
the occasion by Major Terry DaviBjrector of MusicWelsh Guards, who had di@gathe previous month.

2000: The strength of the massed bands was againced, with each band on the paradmprising a director of music and 39
musicians. Similarly, the mounted bands were each reduced by four musicians to 5 ranks of 8, but for this year onlgrdsoot G



musicians carried backing cards in Household Division colours of blue red blue, evithgilmental badge in the centre, and gold
plated cornets were used for the first time on the birthday parade.

2001: This was undoubtedly the wettest parade in living memory, with boots being completely submerged under water at sor
parts of the ground whe the drainage could not cope, basses and euphoniums filled with water and with considerable damage
the woodwind pads. On the positive side, the Houselyol d
applauded in the pressAlthough the rain eventually ceased there was further very heavy rain after the parade throughout th
period when the massed bands played their programme of music in the forecourt.

The Sovereign’s Escort was <c¢cloaked for what is believed
cloaked in 1980 and 1982).

2002: The signal for half of the massed bands to turn about after the spin wheels was now givenldg sadorather than by a
hand signal from a director of music as hitherto.

2004: The Escort to the Colour was found by Inkerman Company, 1st Battalion Grenadier Guards, to mark the 150th annivers
of the battle. The company represents the 3rd Batt&8ienadier Guards aRule, Britannialwas included in the slow march as
it had been part of that battalion’s traditional musi c.

Her Majesty The Queen inspecting the pride of the nation in 2005

2006: After the return to Buckingham Palace the Otdl &New Guards, with the first six hadbmpanies of strediners, fired a
feudejoie( fire of joy) to celebrate Her Majesty’s 80th birth
Anthem, a second firing, the remainder of thational Anthem and a third firing followed by the complete National Anthem.
Commands were given by Major General (Sir) Sebastian Roberts who then ordered the guards to ground arms (officers retur
swords), remove heatress and give three cheers farHWajestythe Queen.

2007: One of the marches played for the march pastiM@sColdstream Colonefledicated to the memory of Lieuten&eneral

Sir William Rous, the 27th Colonel of the Coldstream Guards. General Willie, as he was known in the regiment, held the pc
from 1994 to his death from cancer in 1999, just five days after showing great courage and fortitude by escorting tietli@uee
Presentation of Colours at Windsor Castle despite being desperatelyhdl.march was composed by Lance Corporal James
Scott, a cornet player in the band who has also devel op:¢
having been featured at many higtofile events.

2010: The marchThe Sergeant Majadoy Lieutenant Colonel Philip Hills, was played during the march past in poignant memory
of Regimental Sergeant Major Darren Chant, 1st Battalion Grenadier Guards,adhbeén killed in Afghanistan on 3rd
November 2009, and who would have played a central role on the parade.

2015:Lor d We | Maicim gotmmosed Isy Princess Charlotte of Wales (1¥8867), was included after The Prince of Wales
had sent a piano score to Lieutenant Colonel Stephen Barnwell with the suggestion that he might arrange it for the birthc
parade. The other slow march, tharade Marchfrom Go u n o d’ de Megeeinm Majgre Lui (The Mock Doctonas last
played at the parade in 1867; the arrangement was by Fred Godfrey, Bandmaster of the Coldstream Guards.

2017: There was a return to an old tradition after many a decade,lwght mount ed kettl edr ummer s |
rolls to lead into the Life Guards Sl ow March ratherdtha
bands.



An unusual feature was that two of the marghlayed by the massed s for the march back along The Mall were composed
by former Drum MajorsThe Irish Guardsvas written by Drum Major Albert Shrimpton (Coldstream Guards) and played by the
bands and corps of drums combined, @uwé&rds Paradevas written by Drum Major Wilam Baldwin (Grenadier Guards).

The2017parade is particularly remembered as probably the hottest in living memory.

2019: The2019Queen’' s Birt hday Parade marked two i mportant anni
Machine Gun Regiment took part and this was noted by the inclusion 8fache d i er § & o @h & oRaustdodwhish the
regiment marched pag 1919.

Secondl vy, it was 150 years since the magni f LesElugtenotss fostv ma
known to have been played on the parade. This forms the musical centrepiece of the parade, played after The Queen
completed her inspection and returned to the saluting dais, and might just be the finest piece of martial music of all!

With thanks to John Gleeson for discovering some of the early reports.



